[Fatal legionellosis in an infant treated with ACTH].
A new case of fatal systemic legionnaires' disease is reported in an infant. This 8 month-old boy was given a protracted treatment with adrenocorticotropic hormones for infantile spasms. Legionella pneumophila type I was found in tracheal secretions and there was multivisceral involvement at autopsy. The mode of contamination and the severity of the disease are discussed in the light of the immunosuppressive properties of the glucocorticoids administered over a period of 4 weeks.